INTRODUCTION
Honeys are derived from flower nectar, from plants which have nectaries elsewhere (extrafloral nectaries) and from the honeydew.
« The utilisation of honeydew by bees has long been recognized and honeys derived from it have considerable economic value in some parts of the world » (A U C LAIR 1963).
From statistical data of honey market of the years 1975-1976 it is obvious that more than 65 % of honey production in Greece is based on honeydew. This honeydew honey according to the same statistical data, is derived from Pinus spp. (60 %) and Abies spp. (5 %) (S ELIANAKIS 1978) .
The honeydew honey has a low percentage of invert sugar (glucose and fructose) high percentage of saccharose and other polysaccharides high pH (4,8-S,1) and it shows no crystallization during the storage.
The main difference, between Pinus and Abies derived honey is based on the colour and flavour. Thus the Abies-honey is clear, and viscous and with good flavour while the Pine-honey is muddy and with inferior flavour (C ODOUNIS 1962) .
There is also a honeydew which seems to be excreted straight from plants and appears in very small quantities usually early in spring and some times late in autumn. At these times there is frequently lack of nectar and bees exploit this honeydew, but as this is excreted in low quantities and only for a short duration its contribution to honey production is negligible. N ICOLOPOULOS (1959) 2) The mountain of Parnis, Parnassos, Oiti, Tymphrystos Mainalon, Enos, Parnon and Ide, the main Abies-honey producing areas, in May and June.
3) The (Fig. 2, 3) is the main source of forage for the bees since 55-60 % of honey production in our country is from this scale insect (S ANTAS , 1979 The scale E. sericeum appeared in patches on the Abie.s trees in the forest, although sometimes a whole tree may be infested. Nevertheless its contribution to honey production appeared to be negligible. The time of excretion of this insect was from October to June-July, but the bees exploit it only during May to July (S ANTAS , 198i 
